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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. 

Response to Amendment 

2. Applicant's amendment filed on December 2, 2005 has been entered. Claims 12, 
23, 36, 49, 59 and 81 have been amended. No claim has been cancelled, or added. 
Claims 12, 15-25, 28-38, 41-49, 51-59, 61-68, 70-74, 76-83 and 85-92 are still pending 
in this application, with claims 12, 23, 36, 49, 59 and 81 being independent. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 12, 15-25, 28-38, 41-49, 51-59, 61-68, 70-74, 76-83 and 85-92 are 
allowed. 

4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Applicant teaches a light emitting device having a container cut off from the 

atmosphere, such container housing an electroluminescent element and a drying agent 
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for chemically absorbing moisture, such drying agent having a porosity of 20% or more 
and maintaining a solid state after absorption. 

Kawami et al. (U.S. Pat. 5,882,761), Ebisawa et al. (U.S. Pat. 6,284,342), Ishii et 
al. (U.S. Pat. 6,551 ,724), Otsuki et al. (U.S. Pat. 6,737,176), and Mashiko et al. (U.S. 
Pat. 6,836,071) disclose electroluminescent illumination devices including drying agents 
for chemically absorbing moisture, such drying agents maintaining a solid state after 
absorption. However, they fail to disclose, or even suggest the drying agent having a 
porosity of 20% or more. 

No prior art was found teaching individually, or suggesting in combination, all of 
the features of the applicants* invention, specifically a 20% porosity for a moisture 
absorbing drying agent, in combination with the other recited structural limitations of the 
claimed invention. 

5. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ismael Negron whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2376. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:00 A.M. to 6:00 
P.M. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sandra L. O'Shea, can be reached on (571) 272-2378. The facsimile 
machine number for the Art Group is (571) 273-8300. 

7. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications maybe obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, go to http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you 
have questions on access to Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) toll-free at 866-217-9197. 
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